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To the Worthy the Ci HU ch | 
* WARDENS, and the VesTey, 
of the Pariſh of St. Clement 
Danes, in the 5 rand, Lou. 


H E Diſtinguiſhing Zeal you 10 
have lately ſhewn to improve. 4.0 
the Beauty and the Orna- 7 
ment of your. Church, indus Wo; 
cd me at firſt to write upon x 
Boca this Subject, aud now it is. | 4 
Faiſhed, very juſtly calls 888 me to . hs 
to your eAcceptance. 


WERE Tunder no Obligations of G 
War far Favours received from you, ( as T 
A 2 am 


S Sp 


* n. _- N 
r 3 


oF 
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am ever to own my ſelf under very many) 
get your Piety upon this Occaſion, ought to 


be mentioned to the World with Honour, in 
order to excite other Pariſhes to follow the 
noble Pattern you have ſet them, and to re- 
commend to your Succeſſors a due care. in 
Szpporting and keeping up every Beauty and 
Ornament in the po; eAwful Splendor, it 


BW appears. | | 


I have the Pleaſure to inform you that 
#he method. you have taken to eAdorn your 
Charch, comes neareſt} to the Primitive ſtan. 
dard of any I have ſeen. Tour eAltar, the 
Pillars with their Gilt C 2 the Roof, 
the very Plan of your Church, and the ſtate- 
Jy Portico on the South Side, and almoſt 
every particular Ornament, bears a juſt re- 


emblance to the moſt Magnificent Churches 


among the firſt Chriſtians ; their Baſoms 
were inſpired with the ſame Holy Zeal for 
#he Honour of God's Honſe, which I rejoice 
to fee revived in yours; and it weeks ſtill 


add to my Jay, to find the ſame Divine 


Warmth animating the Heart of every ſound 
Proteſtant in the Nation, 5 


WHEN 


ww” JR ku TI 


„ We mHNg 


9 ju xe qc 5 cc -< (s. 


Tbe DE DTICAT TON. 


WHEN other Pariſhes have been obli. 
ged to the Contributions of the Publick, to 
raiſe the Fabric, andprovide the Ornaments 
of their Churches; you (to your Particular 


eApplanſe be it obſerved) have been able 7 


a Prudent management, to erect a Churc 
equal in Grandeur to moſt, and in Beauty 
not Inferior to any, upon your own Charge: 
May the Great God remember you concer- 
ning this, and wipe not out the Good 
Deeds, that you have done for his Houſe, 
and for the Offices thereof. 


e ND ſince you have expreſsd ſo lauda- 
ble a regard for the eAdorning of God's 


Houſe, let it be our Care conſtantly to wait 


upon him there, in all his Ordinances; and 

let us eAſſemble with that becoming Reve- 
rence as ſuits the Majeſty of that Dread So- 
vereign whom we approach; leſt it ſhould 
be ſaid that the inanimate Fabric appears 
with more decent regularity, and contri- 
butes more to the Beauty of Holineſs, than 
we who are the Living Members of the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt ; Let us Glorifie God in his 
Sauftuary, upon Earth, and he will here- 

| Mer 


EDIGATEON. 


after.advance as from Worſhippin þ 
this bis material T. emple, 225 Piping Hin *% 
a with Hands, Eternal it the Heavens, 


* 
K # 


Which the fervent Projer of 


n our moſt Obligedl, ? & 
E Humble Servant, 
* Dis | AAS. 
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The Oblig gation of Chriſtians 
to ae and Adorn their 
Churches; Shewn from his 
N of the Hoyt Seri. 


, ne S . on 2 5 Nen 
oy a „ ' 14 * 


1 "x 


$400000400004000000000000000 


4 
. * 
* * þ * 5 OE 
101332 
2 
H 0 5 d * i , N 
Ny f N Ly 
* 
4 
4 


The es — 1 
"tf the Tabernacle, on of t the 


freed the Hebrews ftom the Bondage 
of Agypt, and was convey ing them 
JWonckerfully into the Promiſed 
land, it was impoſſible, in a State 
> difficult and unſettled, * they could * 


THEN the Divine als had 
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to fix a Place of Publick Worſhip; for to what 
purpoſe ſhould © they have rope à Fabrick 
which they had rio-Proſped of ſtaying to employ 
to its proper Uſe, while they were daily in a 
Travelling Poſture, and in conſtant ExpeRation 
of being called away before they had well laid the 
Foundation, .at leaſt, before they could finally 
have zcrompliſhed ſuch 7 Strutture? Nor was the 
1 pode ey ace at any one Place, du- 
ring their Forty Years Sojourning, of ſuch Dura- 


| DON, 55 92 Warrant 112 any rational Groynds, | 
their engaging in ſo felemn and tedions an Un- 
| 87 | E ; : L | þ * . 9 : , 2 * Toy, . 7 a : s a 


For which Reaſon, it pleaſed the Divine: Artifi- 
cer -I W for on, —— moveable 
Edifice called the Tabernacle, which journeyed, as 
they did, from da to Place, was ready 45 hk 
Reception, thrœ all the ſeyerat;Stages in the 
Wilderneſs, and was provided as a Temporary 
Help, for a Place of Publick Worſhip and De- 


TH Materials, and the Ornamental Part of 
this Structure, were provided by the. joint Con- 
tributions of the People, but the Workmanſhip 
and the Plan of its Building, were projected by 
God himſelf, who took care that this Portable 
Ant ſhould be embelliſhed with the richeſt Art, 
and be made a Repoſitory ſuitable to the Dignity 
of his own Laws; This is the Offering that ye ſhall 

tale of them, (was the Command to Moſes, ) Gola 
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ind Silver, and N and Blur, and Bur rote.” ul 
Scarlet, and fine. Linnen, and Goat? s-hair, 1 Rat. 
Shins tied Red, ad Badger bin, aud Shittim- wood, 
Oi for the Light, Spices for Aubiming Oil, and for 
ſweet Incenſe, Onyx Stones, and Stones to bt "fat in the 


| pd, and in the Breaſt-plate, aull let them male 


nctuary that I —— ae amg them. Tt Won 
de too long for me to 

ry of this ſpl 
towing Chapters give a partic lat Account of its 
Grandeur and Diener Which 1 deſire to 
refer, obſefving only, how chearfully the People 
brought their Oblations on this Occaſion, and in 
what a full Stream their Bounty flowed in, inſd- 
much that the edundancy was even reſtrained by 
an Injunction of | Moſes upon a Complaint of the 
Workinich emple ved, of the too great e 


IN this buftred state of Publick Worſhip. 


the Hraeliter continued for fine Hundreds 91 


Years; after they were poſſeſſed of the Promiſed 
Land, till'Saformon aroſe, a Prince that enjoyed an 
unexhauſted Affluence of Wealth, attended with 
a Munificeht'Spirit, and” an earneſt Zeal for the 
Divine Glory. The Holy David, indeed, after 
he had ended his Wars; thought it inconſiſtent 
with a juſt Senſe of Religion, that he ' himſelf 


| ſhould dwell in a Houſe of Cedar, and the 


Great Jehovah that ſaved him from his Enemies, 
be confined to a Moveable Tent, which tho? ſo- 
lemnly Rich and Splendid in its kind, came in- 
finitely ſhort of the Pomp and Loftineſßs of his 
own Palace, and therefore he reſolved inſtantly 

| to 


tranſcrihe 775 whole Hiſto- 
did Tabernable, this, and the fol- 
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ed, which; indeed fell ſhort. of the-extradrdinary 
Magnificence of the firſt Temple, becauſe the 
Fortunes and the Abilities of che People were 
widely different, but yet it was the moſtꝭ ſtately 


Pile of Building in the City of Feruſalem, and to 


recompence its Want of Splendour and Ornament, 
it was ennobled by the Preſence of the; Meſſiah, 


by which Means the Glory of the latter Houſe be- 
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came infinitely greater than the Glory of the Formet. 
8 „ iin Wörca 4 
I it ſhould be objected that the Splendour af 


the Tabernacle, and the Magnificence of the Temple, 


were no more than Legal Righteouſneſs,” and Typ 
cal Repreſentations; and therefore, what was an 


Act of Duty with the Jems, is now become an Act 


of Superſtition; becauſe Chriſt hath er us free 
from ſuch. vain Obſervances, and provided i our 
Prayers and Praiſes are addreſſed to God; with/a 

ure Mind, the Oblation is equally acceptable- to 

im, from whenceſoever it is ſent; whether from 
the moſt ordinary Apartment, or from a Church 
ever ſo beautifully adorned; Which thing, ſays 


* Mr. Hooker, (4) we alſo our ſelves would grant, 


4 jf the Uſe of Ornament had been merely and 


e only Myſtical; But #the Prophet David doth - 


* mention a Natural Convenience which ſuch 
4 kind of Bounteons Expences have, as well for 
* that we do thereby give unto God a Teſtimo- 
© ny of our chearful X 
* nothing too dear to beſtow about the Furniture 


© of his Service, as alſo, becauſe it ſerveth to the 
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: Xa) Ecc. Pol. Book the Fifth, 


ffection, which thinketh - 


World 


mg — — —_——_——___— 
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Dram i vu God above all Gods * 


with al} 


ca). 


2 World for à Witneſs of nie Almi Sbuineß, 


* whom we outwardly Honour with — chiefeſt 
4 of outward Things, as being of all Toy him: 
©-felf incomparably the Greateſt.” 
* e 

TH E Rekztion between the Dignity of the Di. 
Ole Being; and the Temple which is his Palace, 
and ike he is to be Worſhipped, makes the 
Adorning' of it a Ar, Duty; The Houſe, ſays 
Solomon, (h) which I build is great and why ? For 

The Reli ligi6n of | 

Natute has ever taught Men t e Necweftrp of ap- 
proaching, God with Reverence and Solenmity, 
and there is ſcarce a People ſo Barbarous who 
haye not expended to the utmoſt of their Abilities 
in ſetting! off > OF cheir Places' of Publick Worſhip, 
Beauty and erstem . Art” Way 
Nature would —.— IEC 
tba. 
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The 2 eal the Pri mitive Chi 
ſtians, to B eautify and Adore 
their Churches. 


J T cannot be ppoſed that in 8 hon of 
the Goſpel, when the Eſtates of Ehr ian 


were op reſſed with the Avarice and heavy Ty- 
ranny 5 the Perſecutors, they ſnould ere& ſuch 
ſtately and magnificent Churches, as the Peace 
and Aſfluence, and Emulation of after Ages pro- 
duced; Perſecution was always attended with 
Pover ty „ Paucity of Believers and unſettled 
Hopes; The Places of Publick Worſhip were 
then generally mean and unadorned,ſuitable tothe 
Fortunes of the Profeſſors, who were under daily 
Apprehenſions of ſeeing their Temples plunder'd 
and demoliſh'd, and therefore, conſulted more 
the Security chan theGrandeur of their Buildings, 
leſt by ex pending teo much in Ornament, they 
ſhould draw upon themſelves the _ and _ 
Ravage of their Enemies. 


2 


— — — 3 bon, Ou? TRADE CLE 
— —ͤĩ nr ded pes” I Kat * * * XAFS uh 

— — ä 55K ĩðâ LL 3 e = * 3 
r n r * —— 5 So = — 3 * 


(8) 


SS a5 Te". MT 


ſult of their Choice, but was wholly occaſioned by 
their Poverty, and the Diſtreſs of their Fortunes ? 


- HOWEVER, The Chriſtians in thoſe Gloo- 
my Times exerted themſelves in adorning their 
Churches, as far as the Oppreſſion of the Pagan 
Magiſtrates would give leave; eſpecially if we 
believe the Scoffer Lucian (a), who in the firſt. 
Century, deſcribes an Oratory for Divine Wor- 
ſhip as an Upper. Room overlaid with Gold, where he 


beheld nothing but a Company of Perſons with 


their Bodies bow'd. down, and pale Faces. | 
know the Deſign of the Dialogue is to abuſe and 
deride the Profeſſors of Revealed Religion, but 
there is no reaſon to believe the Author invented 
that Circumſtance of Grandeur which could 10 
way contribute to expoſe, or to reproach the Chriſtians. 
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2 AN D this was long before Chriſtianity had 


the Protection of the Civil Power, but when 
the Sword of the Empire came in to ſupport the 
Faith, and protected the Chriſtians in their Wor- 
thip, they had no longer recourſe to Dens and 
Caves, and Upper Rooms, but they ſet about 
the Foundation of Churches in the moſt Glorious 
and Solemn manner; The Contributions of Chri- 


ſtians, being chearful and liberal, even to a Mu- 


nificence, comparable to that of the Jewiſh Prin- 
ces towards the Building of Somans Temple; 
the Splendor and Ornament of their Churches in- 
creaſed according to the Entertainment Chriſtia- 
nity met with, till the State becoming Chriſtian, 
their Temples raſe up into Grandeur and Gallau⸗ 
try, and were incomparably Sumptuous and Mag- 


nifcent. : | Wks... 
W E have in Fceleſraſtical Hiſtory, in the early 
Ages a noble Deſcription of a Church that had been 
demoliſhed, and Rebuilt at Tyre, by Paulinus Biſhop 
of that Place.“ I think it ſuperfluous (ſays the His 


cc ſtorian (b), for me to deſcribe the Length and 


c Breadth of this Building, and to treat particu- 
ce larly of the Splendor of the Structure, of its 
« unſpeakable Greatneſs, of the glittering Show 


© of the Works, of its height which: equals Hea- 


* yen, and of the coſtly Cedars of Zibanzs that 
« are laid upon it. To what end ſnould I make 
ce an exact Narration of the moſt ingenious and 
ie artificial Compoſure of the whole Structure, 
3 2 —— — 
) Euſeb. Hiſt. Eccl, I. 10. vo &c.. | 


and 


OS. PR” "* 
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0 
< and of the incomparable Beauty of every par- 
ce ticular part of it, when as the Teſtimony of 
c the Eyes exceedeth all Knowledge that enter- 
ec eth at the Ears? After the Church was finiſhed 
e and decently adorr'd, he fixed the Holy of Ho- 
6 lies, and the Altar in the midſt, and that the 
< Multitude might not approach the Sacred 


4 Places, he inclosd them with Wooden Rails, 


er made like Net-Work, which were ſo curiouſly 
and artificially fram'd and carv'd, that they en- 
c tertain'd thoſe that view'd them with a won- 
* derful and ſurpriſing Sight. Neither was the 
very Pavement neglected by him, but after he 
<- had beautified it moſt gloriouſly with Marble 
< Stone, he proceeded to the ont Buildings of 
& the Temple, and with great Art and Skill, 
ce erected a moſt ſpacious Baptiſtery and Conſi- 
85 ſtory, on each ſide of the Cathedral. | 


N O ſooner was the whole Empire devolved 
upon the Great Conftantine, but he publiſhed two 
Laws in favour-of the Chriſtians, that contribu- 
ted highly to raiſe the Beauty and the Grandeur 
of their Churches, one to prohibit Pagan Wor- 
ſhip, the other, commanding Churches to be 
built of a nobler Size and Capacity than before ; 
to which purpoſe he directed his Letters to Euſe- 


bius, and the reſt of the Biſhops, to ſee it done 


within their ſeveral juriſdictions, charging alſo 
the Governors of Provinces to furniſh them with 
whatever was neceſlary for the Work. 


AND to give a Sanction to theſe Great De- 
ſigns by bis own Example, he ſpared no charge to 


4 Nit „ enect. 


a 
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erect and beautify many noble Fabricks in all 


parts of the Eaſt, particularly at Jeruſalem, where 
he built a Magnificent Church over the Sepulchre 
of our Saviour, and adorn'd it, ſays the Hiſtori- 
an, (c) With inexpreſſible Ornaments of innu- 
* merable conſecrated Donations, conſiſting of 
« Gold, Silver, and precious Stones, and beauti- 
6e fied it throughout, with a Furniture that was 
* truly imperial. He built another, ſays the 
* fame Hiſtorian, (d) at his City of Conſtantinople, 
* called Eccleſia Gonftantiniana, to the Memory of 
© the Twelve Apoſtles, which, according to the 
© Deſcription, was vaſtly þigh, and yet had its 
ce Walls covered with Marble, its Roof overlaid 
e with Gold, and the Outſide, inſtead of Tiles, 


« cover d with Gilded Braſs. He allo laid the 


Foundation of the famous Temple, called Sancta 
Sophia, that was finiſhed by his Son Conſtantius, 
but being burnt down, was Rebuilt by the Empe- 
ror Fuſtinian, who, ſurpriſed at its Greatneſs, its 
curious Architecture, Richneſs and Beauty, was 
heard to ſay, Nevinng o £020uer, I have out- done 
thee Soloman. | 


THVUS we ſee it was a laudable Inſtance of 


Primitive Zeal, and agreeable, at leaſt, to the. 
Apoſtolical Spirit, if we may not call it an Apo- 
ſtolical Rule, for Chriſtians to build Churches 
with more Magnificence, and adorn them with 
more Splendor than private Dwellings, as well to 
expreſs their awful Senſe of that Being who was 
to be worſhip'd there, as to teſtify their Gratitude 


15 


(c) | Euſeb. de tle. Conſt. 4 4. e. 4 5. (d) c. 34. N 
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to him as a Benefactor, and the Author of all 


Bleſſings they enjoy'd, whom they refolv'd to ho- 
nour with an ample Portion of their Subſtance, 
and not to make an Offering of what coſt them 
nothing. Beſides, (e) © Such Places when built 
& with Proportion, and adorn'd with a decenr 
e Degree of Splendor, do of courſe ſtrike a 
ce greater Awe and Reverence upon the Be- 
& holder. We are apt by human Prejudices to 
« judge of the Perſons by the Things about him, 
ce and therefore we ſhould approach God's Pre- 
cc ſence with leſs Diligence and leſs Care, when 


4 we muſt do it in Buildings z»worthy of him, and 


« of the important Buſineſs to which they are 


3 « dedicated. 


And as a Confequence of this Reflection, it is 
my Opinion that the Indecent Behaviour and Ir- 
reverence of the People in many Country Congre- 


gations, is owing, not in a little Meaſure, to the 


very mean and outwardly deſpicable Condition of 
their Churches; and to confirm this, 1 have obſer- 
ved that the fame Perſons who behaye thus irre- 
verently in their own Churches, when they come 
within a Church decently beautified and adorn'd, 
appear ftruck with a Reverential Awe, and apply 
themfelves to Devotion in a much more ſerious 
and folemn Manner. LS 8 


"THERE is no occaſion to inſiſt any longer 
upon the Piety of Chriſtians in building and beau- 
tifying of their Churches, or to continue the Ac- 
count to later Ages, even down to the Reformati- 


. (e; Holines of Chr iſtian Churc hes, by Dr. Mangey. p. 16. 
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1 
en of our on Church, the Inſtances being fd yaſts 


ly numerous, and the Matter of Fact ſo clear, 
that 1 ſhall neither fatigue the Reader nor my 


ſelf; I ſhall obſerve only that the Church of Roma, 


notwithſtanding the Guilt of Idolatry that lies 


on her, has continued to flouriſh in Grandeur and 


Proſperity for many Hundred Years, when the Pro- 
teſtant Church has been at leaſt at a ſtand a lang 
while, and at preſent, ſeems ro looſe Ground 
by outward Perſecution, and a horrid increaſe of 
Libertines and Atheiſts ; and how can this diffe- 
rent Fate of the Two Churches be more eaſily ac- 


counted for, than from the Care of the one, in 
making the outward Service of God appear State» 


ly and Magnificent, and the forwardneſs of the 
other, in robbing God of what relates to the 
Beauty and Ornament of his Church? And there 
is but too great Reaſon to fear that one Principal 


Motive of the Reformation was Covetouſneſs, 


which is a Species of NAolatry, for. which. Reaſog 
the Churches of the Reformed ſeem to labour un- 
der the Judgment of Heaven, when the Romiſb 
Church, tho Guilty of Idolatry, yet abhors Saris 
lege, and is in a State of Pomp and Greatneß, be- 
cauſe ſhe uſes her Proſperity to advance the Gran- 
deur of God's Service, and to render his Worſhip 
more Admirable and Glorious. 


© It is eaſie to note ( ſays Biſhop Hall in his 
<. Remains) how the Extreme of Superſtitious 
ce Curioſity hath crept into the Church of Rome, 
« inſomuch, that it may well vie with the Jewiſh, 
ce for Multitude, and Niceneſs of Obſervances ; A 
c juſt Volume would not contain the curious Scru- 
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4 ples of their nice Obſervances, in their Veſt. 


© ments, Conſecrations, Sacramental Rites, and 
« indeed, in the whole 8 of their religious 
e 


«Devotions; but ſurely, I fear, theſe are not 
more faulty in the one extreme than many 
« Chriſtians are in the other, who place a kind 
* of Holineſs in a Slovenly Neglect, who are apt 
ce to higgle mith the Almighty, and in a baſe nig- 
© gardlineſs Pinch him in the Allowances of his 
< Service. Wiſe Chriſtians ſit down in the Mean 
© now under the Goſpel, avoiding a careleſs and 
ce Parſimonious neglect on the one ſide, and a ſu- 
4 perſtitiousSlovenlinefs on the other, the paint- 
* ed looks and laſcivious Gaudineſs of the Church 
cc upon the Hills, and the careleſs neglected Dreſs 
ce of ſome Churches in the Valley. Far be it from 
© me (e) to be a Patron of Idolatry or Superſtiti- 
& on in the leaſt Degree, yet I am afraid leſt we 
© who have reformed the Worſhip of God from 
te that Pollution ( and bleſſed be his Name there- 
ec fore) by bending the Crooked Stick too much 


& the other way, have run too far into the con- 


ce trary Extreme. 


— 


(e) Mr. Mede, B. 1. Diſc. 2. 
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An Account of the particulat_ 
Ornaments that ſet off the 
Churches of the firft Chriſti- 
ans, and the Harmony of 
the Church of England in 
that reſpect, with To * 
5 1 of the Church, 


1H E Churches of the Chriſtians advancing 
thus in Splendor and Glory, by the Munte 
cence of the Emperors, and the Zeal and Libes 
ality of private Perſons, it was thought decent 
id ſolemn! to beautify and adorn them within 
litably to the Grandeur and State of the Edifice 
tout; their Altars that before were Moveable 
ables of plain Wood, were improved into fixed 
Itars of Marble, or ' poliſhed Stone, and the 
mifical tells us, that the Great Conſtantine dedi- 
ed Altars of Silver for the Celebration of the 
— Sacrifice; and from the time of this 


Change 


6469 
Change in the Materials of their Altar, the Fa- 
ſhion of them became be Bi Node, for whereas 
before, they were in the Form o P Tabtes. they 
now began to be erected in the ape of Altars, 
either upon a ſingle Foot or Pillar In the midi, 
or upon a Structure with Steps to go up to it 
enced like a Tomb, as if it were a Monument 
ofa Martyr... The Altats in dur Engliſb Churches 
der ſomeè ReſemBlanice to this Ancient Pattern; 


oye Kai 7 Wen wh jon, they ere raiſed by ſeve: 


nt which it ſeems wereleveled and 
ny en aden many Places by popular Tumult 
Reign o 


neen Elixabeth, for which Rea. 
| he iſſued out Publick Orders (A) 4 That the 
wh $ which beiat this Day remaining in any! 
u of dur Cathedral, Collegiate ot Pariſh Churches, 
be not ſtirred nor dere, but be ſuffered to 
& cofititue; : 


AS an additional Ornament, the Firſt Clri 
ſtians compaſsd their Altars with Rails of curi 
ous Net-work;, to fence off Rudeneſs and Irreve 
rence, and Perſons regarded them with might) 
Veneration and Reſpect, which ſoon grew { 

3 that they became Aſylums and * t 


os innocent Perſons, and unwary Offender 
m immediate Violence and Oppreſſion. 


THE Altars of the Chriſtians in theſe Age 
beſides the Solemnity of their Form, were cove 
ed with an Ornamental Cloth of Fine Line 
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(17) 
and adorned with Holy Veſſels of Gold and Silver; 
wherein they celebrated the Sacred Myſteries; In 
the Inventory of the Plate belonging to the Church 
. bf Cirta, (f) we find two Gold Cups, ſix Silver Cups, 
fix Silver Water - pots, a Silver Flagon, ſeven Sil- 
ver Lamps, and other Utenſils; all which were 
Veſſels belonging to the Service of the Church 
and the Altar; for as they had Veſſels for the 
Wine, ſo they had for the Water, which in thoſe 
Days was always mingled with the Wine, and 
was uſed likewiſe for waſhing their Hands in the 
time of the Oblation. Thus noble was the Fur- 
niture of the Chriſtian Altars, even to the Envy 
and Aſtoniſhment of the Spightful Gentiles, inſo- 
much that Felix, a Proconſul in the time of Juli- 
an the Apoſtate, when the Churches were given 
up to Spoil and Sacrilege, cried out upon the 
Sight, Behold in what rich Veſſels they adminiſter to 
Jeſus the Son of Mary 


IN ſome of the more ſtately Churches, the 
Altar was overſhadowed with an Ornamental f 
Canopy, that was raiſed in the form of a little | 
Turret upon four Pillars at each Corner; The 
Heads of the Pillars were adorned with Silver 

Bowls, which was an uſual Ornament in thoſe 
Days; The top of the Canopy was in the Form 
of a Sphere, adorned with grayen Flowers; 
ge above the Sphere ſtood the Croſs; and the ſeve- 
ral Arches below, between the Pillars, were hang- 
ne ed with Veils or Curtains that ſerved to cover 
or conceal the whole Altar. In Churches where 
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8] 
Pictures and Images were allowed, the Effigies of 
a Silver Dove was repreſented hovering over the 


Altar (which Ornament was over the Baptiſtery 
likewiſe) as a Type or Symbol of the Holy Ghoſt. 


THE Uſe of Organs and Inſtrumental Mu- 
fick contributed highly to the Decoration and 
Beauty of the Chriſtian Churches ; and the Rea- 
ſon why we cannot trace this Practice to the very 
early Apes, is wholly owing to the Neceſlity of 
the firſt Chriſtians, who were unable to purchaſe 
thoſe Aids and Ornaments of Religious Worſhip, 
not that they thought them unlawful or unbecom- 
ing their Aſſemblies; for no ſooner did the 
Church begin to flouriſh, but they grew into Uſe 
and Eſteem ; and we read of St. Ambroſe, about 
the latter end of the fourth Century, that he 
joyned Inſtruments of Muſick with the Publick 
Service in the Cathedral Church of Milan, where 
he was then Biſhop, which Example of his was ſo 
well approved of, that by Degrees, it became the 
general Practice of other Churches, and has fince 
obtained almoſt in every part of the Chriſtian 


World. But one would think the Nature and 


Reaſonableneſs of the Thing it ſelf would ſuffi- 


ciently juſtify the uſe of Inſtruments, and par- 
ticularly the Organ in Divine e without . 


the Recommendation-of Antiquity ; for there is 
ſuch a Sympathy between Sounds and Paſſions, 
that they are by turns the natural Effects and 
Cauſes of each other; and true Devotional Mu- 
lick very divinely opens the Affections of the Soul, 
compoſes the Thoughts and calms the Mind; and 
the Organ has ſomething in it ſo ſweet, fo lems, 
887 1 * 0 
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Þ Angelical, that it is pity God ſhould loſe the 
Honour and Glory of it in his Service, or Man be 
deprived of what raviſhes his Soul, and invigo- 


rates his Piety in the moſt Sublime, the moſt Se- 


raphick manner: 


THE Holy Veſtments, wherein the Clergy 
miniſtred in the time of Divine Service, were 
always underſtood by the firſt Chriſtians, as part 
of the Ornament of their Churches. The Prieſts 
of all Religions were generally diſtinguiſhed: by 


rich and coſtly Habits, in order to ſtrike the Peo- 


ple with Awe. and Reverence; it was a part of 
Natural Religion, and allow'd by God in his Di- 
rection to Moſes (a) Thou ſhalt make Holy Rai- 
ments for Aaron, and his Sons-that are to miniſter 


unto me that they may be for Glory and Beauty: and 


among, the Donations of Conſtantine to the Church, 
of Jeruſalem, the Hiſtorian (c) tells us there was 
a rich Veſtment which the Biſhop put on when he 
adminiſtred the Sacrament of Baptiſm, interwo- 
ven with Gold. The Diſcipline of our Church 
therefore, ordains in the Rubrick, immediately be- 
fore Morning Prayer, in, our. preſent Liturgy, 


that © The Miniſter, in time of his Miniſt ration 


© ſhalluſe ſuch Ornaments as were in uſe in the Second 
4 of Edward the Sixth, that is a Surplice in the 
4 Ordinary Service, and a Cope in the Miniſtration 
4“ of the Sacrament, in Cathedral and Collegiate 


* Churches; and reaſon Good, (ſays the judici- 


© ous Biſhop Sparrow (b) for if diſtin& Habits be 


& eſteemed a Beauty to ſolemn Actions of Royal- 


* ty and Juſtice, ſo that Princes and Judges ap- 


(a) Exod. xxviii. 2. (e) Theodor. I. 2. c. 27. 
(50 Sparr. Rationale, p. 333. 
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te pear not without their Robes, when they ap- 
& pear in Publick to do thoſe ſolemn Acts, ſhall 
& they not be eſteemed a Beauty likewiſe to ſo- 
« Jemn Religious Services? Or ſhall it he thought 
& neceſſary to preſerve Reſpect and Awe to Roy- 
ce alty and Juſtice, and ſhall it not be counted as 
& neceſſary to preſerve an awful reſpect to God's 
« Holy Service and Worſhip ? And if ſuch re- 
ec ſpect to God's Service be indeed neceſſary, then 
& cannot ſacred diſtinct Veſtments, nor facred 
er ſeparate Places be thought unneceſſary ;, for by 
er theſe and ſuch like Decencies, our Awe. to Re- 
« ligion is preſerved, and experience teaches, that 
& where they are thrown off, Religion is ſoon loſt, 


A N O T HE R - conſiderable Part of the 
ment of the Churches was, the beautify- 


ing the Roof either with chequer Work, or by 


dividing it into ſeveral Pannels round or ſquare, 
ſeparated from each other by Wood or Plaiſter, 
or Colours, and then guilded or painted as the 


Fancies of Men thought fir. The Hiſtorian (g) 


tells us, that the Temple of Sancta Sophia was cu- 


tiouſſy wrought in Moſaick or chequer Work, 
and Conftantine's Church at Jeruſalem was Lacu- 


nary, © The whole Roof fays Euſebius (b) was 
E divided into certain carved Tables or Pannels, 
E and all laid over with ſhining Gold. Beſides 


theſe Ornaments of the Roof, the Chriſtians of 


that Age, had the Walls of their Churches ador- 
ned with Cruſt of Marble, their Pillars with 
their Chapiters guilt with Gold, the Gates in- 


) L. 3. de vit. Conf. 


3 | 17 — laid 


in Conformity to a common Opinion, much earli- 


laid with Ivory and Silver, and their Altars di- 


ſtinguiſhed and ſet with Gold and pre 10 
Stones; and to tincture their Ornaments wich 


Piety and a Senſe of Devotion, they had uſeful 


and pertinent Inſcriptions written upon. the 
Walls, more peculiarly adapted to that Order of 
Perſons that had their Station in ſuch a particular 
Divifion of the Church ; theſe were commonly 


ſelect Portions taken out of the Holy Scriptures, 
but ſometimes they were Latin Maxims and Ver- 
ſes of Human Compoſure. Agreeable to this 


Practice of the Ancients, is part of the Diſcipline 


of our Church, in the Eighty ſecond Canon 
which commands, That the Ten Command- 
© ments be ſet up upon the eaſt end of every 


ce Church and Chappel, where the People may 
ce beſt ſee and read the ſame, and other choſen 


cc Fentences Written upon the Walls of the faid 


Churches and Chappels, in convenient places. 
11 muſt be confeſſed that the Images and Pi- 


ures of the Apoſtles, of Saints and Martyrs, 


were not admitted into Churches till the fourth 


Century; the Deſign of them at firſt was perſect- 
1y innocent, if not uſeful, no more than for Or- 


nament, or Hiſtory, or to be the Books of the 


illiterate Laity, and not for Worſhip and Ado- 


ration; and to the Saints and Martyrs were 
joyned the Pictures of Pious Kings and Princes, 
Charles 


which Cuſtom, I ſuppoſe, introduced King 


the Martyr as a ſolemn Ornament to ſome of the 


Churches in this City. About the ſame time the 


Pictures of Angels were received into Churches, 


er 


*» — 


— — — 
— r 


g wo ” 7 £ 24 72 . 2 * 
— K K 6 | 3. 1 * 1 . ju i ar; __— ; K * 0 * " * 
Jag. =) ** 4905 — : or : 
p< Logs Oo 33 — 
bs W * * * a — — — : * 
* 
* 


r 
: : br: a 2 


— * 
r 5 


5 = Be” " * rr 
a — i — 


and to the Saints departed. 


„„ 
er than that Age that the Holy Angels were al- 
ways preſent in the Publick Aſſemblies, and invi- 


Fibly aſſiſted in the Miniſtration of Divine Wor- | 


ſhip. The Reformers of the Engliſh Church were 
of the ſame Opinion with regard to the uſe of l. 


mages and Pictures in Churches; for in the In- 


junctions of King Edward the VI. 1547, it is ex- 
preſt that © All Eccleſiaſtical Perſons are to teach 
< their Pariſhioners, that Images ſerve for no 
other Purpoſe but to be a Remembrance where- 
ee by Men may be admoniſhed of the Holy Lives 
e and Converſations of them the faid Images re- 
ee preſent. Where we ſee our Church is not for 
-defacing of Images, much lefs Paintings, fo far 
'as they are only Hiſtorical Monuments and In- 
ſtruments of Remembrance and Affection, but a- 
gainſt the ſuperſtitious Abuſe of them. It fol- 
[lows in the Injunction “ Which Images, if any 
& abuſe-for other intent, they commit Idolatry in 
ce the ſame, to the great Danger of their Souls. 
e So the Homily (i) takes notice how Image 
.< Worſhippers have from a tolerable beginning 


% grown worſe and worſe, till at laſt they be- 


-< came intolerable. From this Inſtance we may 
obſerve how ſteddily our Church manages herſelf 
between Defe& and Exceſs of Honour to Angels, 


- * 


The Innocence of the Church of England is far- 
ther vindicated in this Inſtance, by the concur- 
ring Practice of the Greek Church; © We forbid 
not, (fays St. Cyril, (a) Patriarch of Alexandria) 


- | (Homily of Idolatry, 2 part. (a) cyril.-Reſp. ad Int. FR 
49 | the 
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ee the Hiſtorical uſe of Pictures, we grant unto 
© them that will have them the Pictures of Chriſt 
ce and the Saints, but their Adoration, and Wor- 
ce ſhip we deteſt as forbidden by the Holy Ghoſt 
& in Holy Scripture, leſt we ſhould. adore Co- 
ce jours, Art, and the Creature, inſtead of our 
« Maker and Creator. 


THERE was one way of adorning of Chur- 
ches which I ſhould not have thought worth men- 
| tioning but for its Innocency and natural Sim- 
plicity, that is, the Cuſtom in uſe to this Day 
of Garniſhing them with Flowers and the Bran- 
ches of Trees; and this was not done at any 
particular times for any pretended Myſtery, þut 
only to render them more decent and commo- 
dious to aſſemble in; St. Jerom () does this 
Practice the greateſt Honour by giving it a place 
in his Panegyrick upon his Friend Nepotian, 
© ho made Flowers, and Leaves, and Branches 
4 of Trees contribute to the Beauty and Orna- 
“ment of the Churches. 8 | | 


TH E manner of Aſſembling the People, or 
giving them notice of the Hours of Prayer was 
very ſimple and mean in the firſt Ages, till the 
uſe of Bells was introduced, and became an Em- 
belliſnment to the Churches of Chriſtians. lt 
muſt be confeſſed that this Cuſtom is of no great 
Antiquity, being of no Ancienter a Date than 
a Thouſand Years, but the Original deſign of 
them was decent and orderly, and no more was 


» 


- 


(4) Eg. 3. Epitaph, Nepot: 


„„ - 
intended at firſt than by them to aſſemble the 
Cong regation, to teſtifie Publick Joy, and to ad. 
moniſh the Piety of Chriſtians to pray for ſuch 
as were at the Point of Death. But the Con- 
ſecration of Bells, the Baptizing of them with 
Godfathers, and to cloth them with new Gar: 
ments as Chriſtians uſed: to be clothed, are the 
Inventions of Blind Monks, and Fopperies that 
were unknown at their firſt Admiſſion, and what 
the Reformed hurches, particularly our own, 
abhor. And therefore, to guard againſt the Su- 
perſtition of Bells, the Eighty Eighth Canon of 

dur Church enjoins that The hurchwardeng 
cc ſhall not ſuffer the Bells to be rung Superſtiti- 
4e ouſly upon Holy Days or Eves abrogated by 
'< the Book of Common Prayer, nor at any other 
& times without good cauſe to be allowed by 
S the Miniſter of the Place, and by themſelves, 


AND as a Glory and Crown to the whole 
Fabrick of Churches the firſt Chriſtians diſtin- 

iſh'd them by the Titulary Ornament of the 

ames of Angels, of Saints or Martyrs. That 
Churches were Conſecrated to none but to the 
Lord only, the Grammatical Conſtruction of the 
Word is a good Evidence, Church in Greek ſig- 
nifying the Lord's Houſe ; but as the Multitude 
Variety of Things have given occaſion to 
their being known by different Titles and. Ap- 
pellations, ſo the Founders of Churches ſer off 
their New Structures by particular Names, with 


a deſign that whenſoc'er thoſe Buildings came 
to be mentioned, the Names ſhould put them 
in mind of ſomething memorabk in the a 
— N : 


ſome of Wiſdom, ſome in Memory of the 
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* 


had their Names, ſome as "Memorials of. Peape 


of the Perſons or Things whoſe names they bore: 


e in ME Vrinit 
it ſelf, ſome of Chriſt under Sundry Titles. of 
the Bleſſed Virgin not à few, many of one A+ 
poſtle, Saint or Martyr, many of all. The De- 
ſign of this Diſtinction of Churches has given 
Occaſion to Ignorant Perſons in theſe later Ages 
to charge the Practice with Superſtition, as if 
thoſe Places that were Denomiriated from An- 
gels or Saints were appointed to the Service of 
thoſe Glorious Creatures, or as if thoſe Beings 
were to take ſuch Places under their immediate 
Patronage and Protection; But as St. Auſtin (1) 
obſerves. © We appoint no Churches to them 
ce betauſe they are not to us as Gods. The Na- 
© tions to their Gods erected Temples, we not 
«© Temples to. our Martyrs, .a5 unto Gods, ; buf 
ce Memorials as unto dead Men, whoſe Spirits 


4 1 


* with God are ſtill Living. 


THE SE were the Principal Ornatnenits, and 
Decorations. that adorn'd the Churches of the 
firſt Chriſtians ; The Building without was ſo- 
lemnly Noble and Magnificent, and the Beau- 
ties within were rich and Sumptuous, ſuitable _ to 
the outward Structure. Their Altars ſhone with 
Maſſy Plate, their Pillars and Walls were Gilt 
and ſet off with the greateſt vatiety of Sculpture 
of Painting and Imagery, the. uſe of which was 


purely Hiſtorical; and to add a ſolemnity to 
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.{Q) * Aug. 1. 8. de civit. Dei cap. 27. 
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the Fabric, which after Ages unhappily improved 


Into Superſtition and Idolatry. How far ſhort 


of the Primitive Pattern are moſt of our Modern 
Churches ? Thoſe innocent Ornaments of Art 
and Piety are thought to ſmell ſtrong of Popery, 
and even the Hiſtory of Scripture upon painted 
Glaſs is Superſtition ; no Images but of Lions 
and. Unicorns muſt now be the Embelliſhments 
of our Churches, and the Arms of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate may ſtand with Applauſe where the Croſs, 
the Arms of a Crucified Saviour, 9 be defaced 
as Popiſn and Idolatrous. | 


BUT, ce Has God (n) any [where fevealed 
«that it is his Delight to dwell Beggarly, that he 
ce takes no Pleaſure fo be ng ed only in 
poor Cottages? Was not he 1 acceptably 


honoured, when the ſtatelieſt Places 4 


& Things in | the World were ſought out to adorn 
his Temple? Doeſt thou build a Church in 


2. 
* 


4a City? Let it exceed the moſt magnificent Pa- 


ce laces in that City; in a Village * ? Let it equa}, 
by oy, excel, all the Houſes in the Village; be- 
ce cau & nothing is worthy of God, but what is 
cc the beſt and the moſt excellent in its kind. 
The Houſe which I build, ſays Solomon to Hiram is 

reat, hear the Reaſon, becauſe Great is our God 
above all Gods. _The Work ( of building the Tem- 

ple ) is great, ſays David, and Why, for 22 Palace is 
— for Man but For the Lord God. -. 
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The Beautifying and Adorning 
Churches, injoyn'd by the Ca- 
nons, and the Diſcipline of 
the Church of England, eſta- 
bliſhed by Lau. N 


HO EVE R looks into the Churches of 
the Roman Catholicks, will own that they 
ſpare neither Art nor Coſt to adorn them, and 
they ſet out the Service which they offer with 
all imaginable Pomp and Magnificence ; whilſt 
the Reformed generally run into the contrary Ex- 
treme, and follow that narrow and thrifty Opini- 
on, that *tis Profuſeneſs and Superſtition to en- 
noble the Places of Publick Worſhip with out- 
ward Ornaments, as if the great Creator of the 
World had enrich'd it with ſo many Glorious Va- 
neties only to adminiſter to Luxury and Pride, 
and that the meaneſt Things ſhould be uſed in 
his own Service. 
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B UT notwithſtanding the Superſtition of the 
Papiſt's who, perverted .the Uſe of thoſe Orna- 
ments we deftribed in the preceding Chapter, 
the Reformers thought it decent and ſolemn to 
continue them̃ in the Engliſh Churches, they ob- 
jected only againſt the Idolatrous Abuſe they 
were Put to, they were for reſtoring them to 
their Primitive Standard and Deſign,” but never 
by any Publick Act, ordained that they . ſhould 
be either abo or defaced. Accordingly, they 
remained in . Original Luſtre and Eſteem 
all the Reign o Kiko Edward the Sixth, in whoſe 

time the Reformation was accompliſhed; and re- 
ceived an Additional ſanction by the Act of Uni- 
formity in the firſt of Queen Elizabeth, which 
injoins that“ The Chancels ſhall remain as they 
& have done in times paſt, and that ſuch Orna- 
ce ents of the Church ſhall be retained and be 
* jn uſe as were in this Church of Ergland, by Au- 
ce thority of Parliament, in the Second Year of 
& the Reign of King Edward the Sixth. | 


AND this great Princeſs, in order to encou- 
rage the People to adorn their Churches, comman- 
ded "the Book of Homilies compiled in the Reign 
of her Brother to. be reprinted, and read in Di- 
vine Service; one Sermon relates expreſly to the 
pn jo we are treating upon, apart of which! 
ſhall tranſcribe in the ſame plain and pious Stile 
in Which it was written. m 
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The Homily for repairing, and keeping Clean, and the 
comely Adorning of Churches. en 

ce It is a common Cuſtom uſed of all Men when 
tc they intend to have their Friends or Neigh- 
& bours to come to their Houſes: to eat or drink 


cc with them, or to have any Aſſembly to treat 


« and talk of any matter, they will have their 
4 Houſes which they keep in continual Repara- 
6“ tions, to be clean and fine, leſt they ſhould» be 
& counted Sluttiſh or little to regard their 


Friends or Neighbours. How much more 


c then ought the Houſe of God, which we com- 
“ monly call the Church, to be ſufficiently re- 
ce paired in all places, and be henourably ador- 


& ned and garniſhed, and to be kept clean and 
cc ſweet to the comfort of the People that ſhall 


© reſort thereunto.  - 


. God was ſore diſpleaſed with his People 


“ becauſe they builded, decked and trimmed up 


4 their own Houſes, and ſuffered God's Houſe to 


be in ruin and decay, to lye uncomely and ful- 


4 ſomely. Wherefore God was fore grieved 


© with them and plagued them, as appeareth in 
<.-the Prophet, Haggat 1. 4, 6.-Ts it time for you to 
„ dwell in your Cieled Houſes, and this Houſe lie 
6 waſte? ye have ſown much and bring in little, ye eat 


© hut ye have not enough, ye drink but ye are not filled 
4 with Drink; ye cloth you, but there it none warm, 
& and he that eurneth Wages earneth Wages to put it 


4e into a Bug with Holes. By theſe Plagues which 
** God laid upon his People for neglecting of his 
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4 Temple, it may evidently appear, that God will 
& have his Temple, his Church the Place w here 


ce his Congregation ſhall reſort to magnifie him, 
© well edified, well repaired, and well maintained. 


4 IT is Sin and Shame to ſee ſo many, Chur- 
ec ches ſo ruinous and fo foully decayed, almoft 
„ in every corner: If a Man's private Houſe 
cc where he dwelleth be decayed, he will never 
& ceaſe till it be reſtored up again; yea, if his 
& Barn where he keepeth his Corn be out of Re- 
© parations, what diligence uſeth he to make it 
cc in perfect ſttate again? If his Stable for his 
& Horſe, yea and Sty for his Swine be not able 
& to hold out Water and Wind, how careful is he 


c&c to do coſt thereon ? And ſhall we be fo mind 


& ful of our common baſe Houſes, deputed to fo 
e vile Employment, and be forgetful toward the 
© Houſe of God, wherein be intreated the Words 
ce of our Eternal Salvation, wherein be miniſter'd 
< the Sacraments and Myſteries of qur Redemp- 
ce tion? The Fountain of our Regeneration is 
ce there preſented to us, the partaking of the 
ce Body and Blood of our Saviour Chriſt is there 


© offered unto us, and ſhall we not eſteem the 


© Place where ſo heavenly things are handled ? 
c Wherefore, if ye have any Reverence to the 
« Service of God, if ye have any common Ho- 
ec neſty, if ye have any Conſcience in keeping of 
<« neceſlary, and godly Ordinances, keep your 
& Churches in good repair, whereby ye ſhall not 


ce only pleaſe God and deſerve his manifold Bleſ- 


< 80g but alſo deſerve the good report of gad- 
2 ople. | ee THE 
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C THE Second Point which appertaineth 
te to the Maintenance of God's Houſe, 1s, to have 
ce jt well adorned and comely and clean kept. 
te Which things may be the more eaſily reformed 
« when the Church is well repaired. For like 
4 as Men are well refreſhed and comforted when 
ec they find their Houſes, having all things in 
« good Order, and all Corners clean and ſweet, 
© ſo when God's Houſe, the Church, is well ador- 
ned, the People are more deſirous and more 
« comforted to refort thither and to tarry there 


= the whole time appointed them. 


T HIScare of that Incomparable Princeſs to 
preſerve the Decency and the Ornaments of Pub- 
lick Worſhip, had not the Pious Effect ſhe de- 
ſign d, nor could the Plain Perſuaſive Stile of 
this Homily move the Laity to contribute chear- 
fully towards the cleaning and Adorning of their 
Churches ; for which reaſon, She ſent a Letter 
under her own Signet to her Eccleſiaſtical Com- 
miſſioners, (a) commanding them by - Virtue of 
the Authority. ſhe gave them to ſecure the reve- 
rence of Churches and Chappels, by having them 
repaired and adorned ; A Part of the Preamble, 
and of the Injunction I ſhall tranſcribe, becauſe 
it is very much to our purpoſe, and will give the 
Reader a juſt value for the memory of that. Ex- 
cellent Queen, who was perfectly ſenſible how 
much the Deyotion of the People depended upon 


. * * 


| (n) Append, | to Arch. Biſh. Parker's Life p. 28, 


enen 


| the Splendor and the Beauty of the Holy Places 
| Lara they eben ; 


6 WE Underſtanding that in 8000 Chur 
« iche and Chapels where Divine, Service 38 
„ Prayer and Preachin ok Adminiſtration of 
the Sacraments be u there is ſuch Negli. 
& gence and Lack of conveniient reverence uſed 
« towards the comely keepi Ping 500. and order of the 
4 ſaid Churches, and eſpecially of the Upper 
_ art called the Chancel, car if breedeth no 
al! Offence and Slander; to fee and confider 
4. on the one part the curioſity and coſt beſtowed 
4 by all forts of Men upon their Private Houſes, 
and on the other part, the Unelean and Ne 
e ligent Order, and ſpare keeping of the Ho u 
of Prayer, by permitting of open Decays and 
Ruins of Coverings, Walls and Windows, and 
< by appointing of unmeet and unſeemly Ta- 
＋ pes wich foul Cloths for the Communion of 
ee the Sictament, and ' generally leaving the 
— Place of Prayer deſolate of all Cleanlineſs, and 
< of meet. Ornaments for ſuch-a Place, 'where- 
« 4 Nit might be known a Place provided for 
Divine Service; have thought good to re- 
„ quire you dur Commiſſioners, ſo Authoriſed by 
© our Great Scal, for Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical, or 
« Four of you, to conſider, as become, the afore- . 
c ſaid great Diſorders in the Decays of Chur- , 
ches, and in the unſeemly keeping and Order 5 
4e of the Chancels and ſuch like, and according 
<. ts your Diſeretions to determine upon ſome 
* © good. and ſpeedy means of Reformation; And 
among 
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* among other Things, to order that the Tables 
© of the Commandments may he comely ſet, or 
« hung up in the Eaſt end of the Chancel, td 


© be not only read for Edification, but alſo, fe 


© gjye ſome comely Ornament and Demonſtra- 


4 tion that the ſame is a Place of Religion and 
© Prayer; and diligently to provide, that what- 
* ſoever ye ſhall deviſe in this Diſorder, that the 
© Order and Reformation be of one fort and 
* Faſhion, and that the Things preſcribed may 
* accord in one Form, as nigh as ye may. Spe- 
© cially that in all Collegiate and Cathedral Chur- 
& ches, where colt may be more probably Al- 
& lowed, one manner to be uſed: And in all 
« Pariſh Churches alſo, either the ſame, or at 
« leaſt, the like, and one manner throughout 

© our Realm. | 8 oxi 


FROM this Pious Letter of the Queen's; 
without doubt, originally began the Practice in 
moſt Churches of fixing a Copy of the Jen Com- 
mandments over the Altar, and in ſome, „ 
of Placing the Effigies of Moſes and Aaron, the 
Magiſtrate and the Prieſt, on each ſide, as Ad- 
ditional Ornaments, and as the Proper Supports 
and Guardians of the Two Tables. | 


' THE Inventory of Utenſils and Ornaments, 
while this Laid was under Popery, was very 
large in every Pariſh ; the Veſtments, Images, 
Veſſels and other Implements neceſſary for the 
carrying on of that Superſtition, being very mas 
ny, and of great 2 to the People in the 


Tonſtant 
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ec either Noiſom and Unſeemly, as beſt becometh 


conſtant repair, as well as in the firſt providing 
of them, from which they are now releaſed by 
the Progreſs of the Reformation. But the Con- 
vocation, in the Firſt Year of King James the 
Firſt, more particularly ſettled what regards the 
Ornament and the Decency of Churches, and by 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons, provided {6 orderly for the 
Solemnity of Publick Worſhip, that nothing more 


ſeems to he wiſt'd for, than a due Care and hear- 


ty Zeal in thoſe who are concern'd to put them 
in Execution. The neceſſary Ornaments of Chur- 
ches now are no more than (a) a Handſome Book 
of Common Prayer, a Book of Homilies, with 
a Bible of the largeſt Volume, a Surplice, a 
Comely and decent Pulpit, a reading Desk a Font 
of Stone, deep enough to dip a Child in, with a 
Cover to it; A Communion Table, cover'd in 
time of Divine Service with a Carpet of Silk, or 
other decent Stuff, and when the Sacrament is 
ad miniſter'd, with a Fair Linen Cloth; There 
muſt be provided likewiſe, a Pattin, Chalice and 
Flagon of Pewter, if not of purer Metal, and a 
Baſon to receive the Qblations of the People.; 


The Ten Commandments are to be fixed upon 
the Eaſt end of every Church and Chappel, and 


ſelect Por tions of Scripture written upon the 
Walls. The Church is to be well and Suffci- 
« ently Repaired, the Windows well Glazed, 
< the Floors kept Paved, Plain, and Even, and 
ce all things there in ſuch an Orderly and decent 
ce Sort, without Duff, or any thing that may be 


—_ 


__ 4 —y 


(a) Ec6l. Canons, Can. 20, 91, 82, 83,85, 
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* the Houſe of God, and is preſcribed in an Hd- 
E mily to that Effece. o 


THERE are other Ornaments which are 


not Bſſential to the Miniſtration of Divine Ser- 
vice, but yet give a ſolemn Luſtre to our Chur- 


ches, and inſpire us with a Suitable Awe and 
Reverence for the Majeſty of that Being, in 


whoſe Preſence we appear; Theſe particularly 


are Organs, Hiſtorical Paintings, Guilding, Pul- 
pit Cloth nd Cuſhion, Hoods for the Officiating 
Clergy, Conveniences for Kneeling, Bells, Clocks, 
Chimes, and whatever elſe ſeems orderly and 
Innocent, and promotes the Decency, and the 
Devout Celebration of Divine Worſhip. | 


T H B Diſcipline of our Church and the Ca- 
non Law, inſiſt ſo ſtrenuouſſy upon the keeping 
up of theſe leſs neceſſary Ornaments, that the 
Church Wardens may renew - them, if they are 
decayed, by Virtue of their own Power; They 
are appointed the Sole Judges of what is conve- 
nient in theſe Caſes, and are inveſted with the 
Authority of the Ordinary and the whole Truſt 
of the Pariſh, for this purpoſe, upon their firſt 
Entry into their Office ; and whatever does or 
has belong'd to the Church tho? it ely for 
Decency, Curioſity, or Ornament, may 
newed, unleſs it has been out of Uſe aboye for- 
ty Years, which makes a Preſciiption in the Spi- 
ritual Courts. But if any thing New, and not 
expreſsly required by Rubrick/ or Canon, be to 
be erected, it cannot r without the Cop 

8 ent 
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ſent of the Majority ofa Veſtry, who repreſent 
the Pariſh, elſe they may refuſe to allow the 
Disburſements of the Church Wardens when 
they come to paſs their Accounts. | 


IF the New added Particulars be in the 
Church (2) the Licenſe of the Ordinary is alſo 
neceſſary, as well as the Conſent of the Pariſh, 
before they can be legally and juſtifiably added, 
or new erected there. If the Thing that is ad- 
ded, be not in the Church, nor is fixed to the 
Fabric, or its Appurtenances, for any Religious 
Uſe, but only for the Benefit, Convenience, or 
Curioſity of the Parifhioners, as a Clock, a Dial, 
Chimes, &c.. in this Caſe, the Licenſe of the Or- 
dinary is not requiſite, but it will be Sufficient 
if the Major Part of the Pariſh conſent. If the 
New Erection be in the Chance), the leave of 
the Parſon is alſo neceſſary, becauſe the Chancel 
belongs to him, and is as part of his Glebe; 
Even in the City of London where the Repairs and 
Ornaments of the Chancel, by immemoria! Cuſ- 
tom, belong to the Pariſh, nothing new can be 
added without the leave of the Parſon, as well as 
the Licenſe of the Ordinary, and the conſent of 
The Pariſh, which, notwithſtanding the Arbitrary 
Power of a Church Warden in-many Caſes, ought 
always, in Common Prudence to be conſulted, 
becauſe they are to ſupport the Charge, and the 
whole Burden of the Expence lies upon them. 
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, 8 Aſbort Account of the Harmony 
F the Proteflant Churches 
' abroad, with the Church of 
England; in the Beau- 


R . . b 5 

i N and Adorning of 
FP. | 

f CG rche 

0 T has been the conſtant Practice of the Diſſen- 


ting Party, to boaſt of their Harmony and 
de Agreement with the Foreign Reformed Church 

in thoſe Things wherein they differ from us, a 

to perſuade their Followers that the Proteſtants 
Ty abroad take equal offence at the Rites and Uſages 
of our Church with themſelves; and by this Con- 
trivance, tho? never ſo falſe, they raiſe the Cla- 
mours of the unthinking part of the Nation a- 
gainſt our Eſtabliſhment, crying out Popery upon 
— all occaſions, and inſinuating that our Diſcipline 
is either the Tranſcript of the Church of Rome, 
or at leaſt ſtands by it ſelf, without the Practice 
C Or 


or Approbation of one Proteſtant Church in the 
World; it were eaſie to refute this Calumny in 
every ſingle Branch of our Church Diſcipline, but 
my Task at preſent being to vindicate the 
Beautiſying and Adorning of Churches, from this 
Cenſure, I ſnall examine into the Cuſtoms of the 
Reformed, and give a ſhort Account how far they 
thought it decent to conſult the Outward Splen- 


dor and Ornament of their Churches. 


- THERE is ſcarce a Church among the Re- 
formed abroad, but the Chancel ſtands as it did 
in the time of Popery. In the Cathedral Church 
of Baſil they have an Altar of Stone the very - ſame 
whereon Maſs was celebrated; In the Cathedral 
of Berne, and in that of Lauſane they have Altars 
of Black Marble, and in moſt Country Churches 
of that Canton, if not in all, they are commonly 
made of a Dark Blue Stone; They have kept up 
theirs, alſo, in all the Churches of Heſſe in the 
ſame Places and in the fame Poſture as before the 
Reformation ; they call them in theſe Places, and 
at Bremen likewiſe, by the name of Altars, without 
giving offence to any other reformed Church: 
The Churches of Bohemia uſe alfo the fame Name 
ever ſince the Reformation. 5 


l obſerve that in the aforeſaid Churches, the 
Altars ſtand in the ſame Place and in the ſame 
poſture; not that I think it of the leaſt moment 
which way the Communion Table ſtands, ſo the 
Publick Order and Uniformity of the Church be 
not Violated; our Engliſh Separatiſts were We 
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firſt that made a Difficulty upon this Subject, and 
very ignorantly object, that if the Table ſtands 


againſt the Wall with the ſide Ta and Weſt it 
ſtands Altarwiſe; Let them peru 


the Cuſtoms 
of the Jews and of the Heathen World, who had 


Altars, properly ſo called, and look into the moſt 


eminent Churches. where Popery is eſtabliſhed, 
and they will find it down right Ignorance to ſay, 
that for a Table to ſtand with its ſide againſt a 
Wall, is to ſtand like an Altar; for the Altars 


of the Jews and of the Heathens, likewiſe, ſtood 


at ſome Diſtance, as does the Altar of St. Peter's 


at Rome, and thoſe of the Greek Churches, that 


ſtand ſo remote from the Wall, that they go in 
Proceſſion about them; ſo that if there be any 
Crime or Superſtition in the placing of -the Com- 
munion Table, it is among thoſe who remove 
it from the Eaſt Wall, and bring it into the 
Body of the Church. 


LN all the Eminent Churches of the Refor- 
med, in France, as at Charenton, Roan and others, 
they uſed great Silver Chalices, and Silver Ba- 
ſons, at the Adminiſtration of the Sacrament 
and in the Chappels of the German Princes, they 
have them Gilt; they have the Ten Command- 
ments in Letters of Gold, upon Two Great Ta- 
bles, where they are able to bear the charge, 'and 
in ſome Places, they fix the Apoſtles Creed and 
the Lord's Prayer, in the ſame manner. - 


AT Baſil, in the Cathedral Church, they uſe a 
Font of Stone, and ſo they do in the City of Bre- 
mon, and in other Places. 5 os 
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IN the Confeſſion of the Helvetians is this In- 
junction that concerns the Decency and the Mag- 
nificence of Churches; Let there be Places for the 
Fuithful to aſſemble in, Stately and Commodious for 
Divine Worſhip; In Holland, in Germany, in Swit- 
⁊erland, at Geneva, and other Places, where the 
Magiſtrates have embraced” the Reformed Reli- 
-gion, they: have kept their Churches; and- keep 
them ſtill in the ſame manner as in the time of 
Fopery; and as for Hiſtorical Picturꝭi, they are 
preſerved in the. Glals Windows of Geneva, to 
This day. _ | 


No have the Cos; been removed from the | 


Tops of Churches; and fo far are the Reformed 
In France from condemning that fign as an Em- 
blem of Popery, that they have fixed it as a Pub- 


lick Badge of Chriſtianity, upon the Churches 


they have new built. And the Conſiſtory of Ge- 
neva in a Cut prefixed to ſome Editions of the 
-Bible, repreſent the Chriſtian Religion leaning 
upon a Croſs. e | 


T H E Refornied that follow the Confeſſion of 
Augsburgh uſe the Surplice, as an Ornament of Pub- 
lick Worſhip; and the Clergy of the Bohemian, 
and other Reforined Churches, officiate in this 
Robe, when they do any Duty in the Churche 
of the Lutherans. | | 


IN the reformed Churches of Poland and Li. 
- ehuania, and likewiſe in Tranſilvania and Hungary, 
the Precentor or Maſter of Muſick Sings out the 
firſt verſe of the Pſalm with the People, and the 
EO” | Org4 
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Organ plays the Second, and fo alternately to the 
End. In Heſſe, wheri the Service is done, and 
the Sermon ended, they ſing Anthems in Conſort 
not only with Organs, but with loud Inſtruments 
and Violins. At Berne, they have Cornets and 
Satkbuts, that Play in their Chürches when they 
ſing their Pſalms; In Hungary and Tranſylvania; 
upon Feſtival Days, they uſe Trumpets that play 
at the Church door; but the uſe of Organs is ſa 
general, that they have them in moſt Reformed 
Churches, where they can bear the Charge, in 
Heſſe, in many Churches of Holland, at Heydelbergh, 
at Baſil, and other Churches- of Switzerland, and 
almoſt in every part of the Reformed World. 


8 O idle now is the Calumny of our Enemies: 
who charge our Diſcipline with Singularity, as it 
no Parts of the Reformation conform'd to us in 
the Beautifying and Adorning of Churches z when 
Lutherans and Calviniſts, have ever expended ta 
the utmoſt, in providing Ornaments for their 
Places of Publick Worſhip 3 and moſt of them 
thoſe very Ornaments that have drawn ſo many 


Reproaches upon us, from ſuch who pretend to 


pay a mighty Defererice to the Practice and Uſa- 
ges of the Foreign Reformed Churches. 


17 was the Prayer of the Great Caſauboti, a 
French Proteſtant (a) Thou O Lord Jeſus, preſerve 
the Church of England, and give a Sound mind to 
the Noneonformiſts, who deride her for her Rites and 


Ceremonies: 
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( Moulin's Def. p · 7. 


— 


Lately 


— 


* 
. 
; 4 Fa 
* . 
. — % Cod 
— 
- 
—— — 0 


Lately Publiſhed, Printed for J. Hooke. 


XN Hiſtorical Eſſay upon the Conſecration of 
| Churches. With an Account of the Form 
and Ceremonies of Conſecrations among the Jews, 
Heathens and Chriſtians; deſcribing the Magniff- 
cent Feaſts and Entertainments upon thoſe Joyful 
Occaoſins; and proving the Antiquity of thoſe 
Aniverſary Feſtivals, cal}d Wakes, obſerv'd in 
Country Villages, in Memory of the Conſecration 
of their particular Churches. To which is added, 
a Form of Conſecrating Churches, Chapels, and 
Church-Yards, paſs'd in the Lower-Houſe of Con- 
vocation, in 1712. with a Deſign to have it Eſta- 
bliſhed among the Offices of the Liturgy, and com- 
piled chiefly for the Conſecration of the New 
Churches. Copied from the Journal of the Houſe, 
and never before made Publick ; with the Antho- 
rity of the Cannon Law, for the Re-conſecration of 
Churches. By Mr. Lewis. Price Two Shillings. 
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